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Thisdocumenthas been producedfor the education of SaintBernard
judgesto helpthemin the desiredharmonisationof their judgements

It has been written under the responsibility of the W.U.SB. (World
Union of Saint Bernard Clubs)breederjudges, in agreement with the SwissSaint
BernardCluband the SwissKennelClub(SCS), who are in chargeof the standard

The Saint Bernard is a group 2 dog, "Pinscherand Schnauzertype
dogs, molossoids, mountain dogs and cattle dogs Section 2.2 Mountain type
Molossoids Without working trial ."

The mountain type classification is of utmost importance in the
selectionof this breed Eventhough the dog is no longer usedin mountain rescue,it
is originally a working dog and shouldremain so. Both breedingand judging must
alwayskeepthis usein mind asa guideline

Deviationin type is due to fads or misunderstandingsof the standard
that attempt to changethe generalappearancerequiredby the FCI. standard

Themostrecurrentfaults encounteredfor sometime are:
A Too heavy dogs with a lymphatic appearance;

A Proportions not in accordance with the standard, in particular dogs that are too
short in limbs therefore unsuitable for a mountain working dog;

A A center of gravity too low;

A An alteration of the skeleton and of the length of bones with front and/or rear
angulations much too pronounced (which may be spectacular in a ring of honor
but does not meet the standard of a mountain working dog).

A An alteration of the head bones with the disappearance of the frontal furrow
required by the standard.

The SaintBernard is not a fat or heavy dog, it must be big, powerful and "noble" in
appearance.

¢CKS {FAyd .SNYFNR A& ySAGKSNI GKS KSI @A
TheSaintBernardis not a "red and white" Newfoundland
Eachbreedhasan original function and we must respectit.

A breedwill naturally evolve overtime, but it is our duty as judgesto
know the fundamentalsto keepthe overall breedtype on the right track.

This booklet is meant to help you when judging and we appreciate
your assistanceo keepthe "modern” SaintBernardof the correcttype.

Happyreadingto all.

Didier Basset
President of the WUSB / FCI Judge

We thank all those who contributed tthis booklet:

Antonio Alenda(E)¢ Kari Augestad(E)- Didier Basset(F)¢ KarenBodeving(USA)X
Paul Bodeving (USA)- CelineBottussiJocquel(F) ¢ Ane Christiansen(DK) ¢ Bent
Christiansen(DK)- Bernard Leger(CH)¢ Austin LongDoyle (Irl) - Johannesviayer
(D) ¢ Pat Muggleton (GB)- GiovanniMorsiani (1) ¢ Milan Plundra(CZ)c Annegret
Splinter(D) - ChristineWiederkehr(CH)c ChristianTessiel(F)¢ KevinYoung(SA)



Theyellow backgroundis the official text of the current FCI standartbih published on 04.04.2016.

The grey backgroundcontainsthe comments of the standard elaborated by the bregddges specialised in the
breed explaining the different important points to respect and to avoid disappearance of type.

The photos and texts framed greenillustrate typical examples of the breed.

The photos and texts framed arangeillustrate acceptable examgles. |

The photos and texts framed red show specimens with serious faults,

which shouldhot be qualified as Excellent, and not gsw€AC or CACIB or a Championship.
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Standard FCIN ° 61
ST.BERNHARDSHUND, BERNHARDINER - (Chien du Mont Saint -Bernard d Saint-Bernard)

TRANSLATION: Mrs. C.Seidler and Mrs. Pepper. Amendments Christina Bailey. Official language (DE). ORIGIN: Switzerland.

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICIAL VALID STANDARD: 04.04.2016. UTILISATION. Companion -, watch - and farm dog. FCI-CLASSIFICATION: Group 2 Pinscher and Schnauzer. Type,
Molossians, Swiss Mountain -and Cattle dogs. Section 2.2 Molossian type, Mountain type. Without working trial.

BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY: At the height of the Great St. Bernard Pass, 2469 metres above sea level, a hospice was founded by monks in the 11th century as a place of refuge for
travellers and pilgrims. There, large mountain dogs have been kept since the middle of the 17th century for guarding and prot ection. The existence of such dogs has been documented
pictorially since 1695 and in a written document at the hospice in the year 1707. The dogs were soon in use as companion dogs and especially as rescue dogs for travellers lost in snow and
fog. The chronicles about the numerous human lives saved by these dogs from the « white death », published in many languages, and the verbal reports of the soldiers who crossed the

pass with Bonaparteds army Iin 1800, s pr e a ddog ahtleat time, thuglwolit Europeedur@g . tie d Jthrcantuny., Thedegehdamy dog 8Baryr»became the
epitome of the rescue dog. The direct ancestors of the St. Bernard were the large farm dogs common in that region.

Within a few generations and aiming to a defined ideal type, these dogs were developed to the present -aay type of breed. Heinric h Schumacher from Holligen near Bern was the first who
began to issue genealogical documents for his dogs in 1867.

In February 1884 the " Schweizerisches Hundestammbuch o ( S HS BSwjss DoghStud Book , was started. The very first entry was the St. Bernard "Leon", and the following 28 egistrations
also concerned St. Bernards. On the 15th March 1884, the Swiss St. Bernards -Club was founded in Basle. On the occasion of an int  ernational Canine Congress on June 2nd 1887, the St.
Bernard dog was officially recognized as a Swiss breed and the breed standard was declared as binding. Since then, the St. Be rnard has been regarded as the Swiss national dog.

Léon. S.H.S. B. Nr. 1.
Kurzbaariger Si. Bernhardshund der Herrn E, Baur und B. Siegmund.

i H. Schumacher, 1831—1903
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GENERAL APPEARANCE

There are two varieties of the St. Bernard : Short -haired variety (doubl e coat

body with impressive head and an alert facial expression.

IMPORTANT PROPORTIONS

0OStockhaaroé
Both varieties are of considerable size and of impressive general appearance. They have a balanced, powerful, sturdy, muscula

A I deal relation of height at withers to | ength o
(measured from the point of the shoulder to the point of buttocks) £
A I deal relation of height at withers to depth of -
A The tot al |l ength of the head iIis slightly more t
A The rel ati on o fmeadiredmtitshoor)o to length af muzele is almost 2:1.

A Length of muzzle to be slightly |longer than one

TWO LARGE DOGS, THEIR APPEARANCE IS FULL OF MAJESTY.

EXCELLENT OVERALL APPEARANCE (TYPE) FOR THIS LONGHAIR ANOTBHQRGSMRE LONG AND THE HEAD IS IN PROPORTION 1O




General appearance and important proportions

A Proportion sought between height at withers : length of trunk =9 : 10
(the length of the trunk is measured from the point of the shoulder to the point of the buttock).

A Desired proportion between height at withers and height of chest (see following sketch).

Body proportions are important characteristics to define the mountain type dog
INTHESEWO PICTURES, THESE ADULT DOGS HAVE AN :
- EXCELLENT HEIGHT AT WITHERS/LENGTH OF BODY RATIO (9/10)
- EXCELLENT HEIGHT CHEST/WITHERS RATIO (45/55 OR 50/50)




Chest height/withers height ratio
STILL ACCEPTABLE
'for avery I B (0vEr & yearsf) Appearance lacking in majesty
but one qualification lower because the proportions are no longer e
those required by the standard (especially in a young dog) Qualification : DISQUALIFIED
MAXIMUM QUALIFICATION : VERY GOOD NOT TO BE SELECTED FOR BREEDING

Chest height/withers height ratio
OUT OF STANDARD




A The total length of the head is slightly more than a third of the height at the withers

EXCELLENT TOTAL LENGTH OF THE HEAD
WHICH IS SLIGHTLY MORE THAN A THIRD OF THE HEIGHT
WITHERS

AT T

The total length of the head is well above one third
of the height at the withers.
The dog is lymphatic and lacks nobility.

THIS DOG DOES NOT FIT THE STANDARD ANY LONG

ER

12



These outlines do not fit the standard...
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Commonfaulty (122 &aK2NI Ydza 1Sy (22 akKz2NIl fS3a:z

Swiss SaiaABernard Shorthair of 1926

X neck overly long, shoulderangle
too acute,overangulatedrear, hocks
too short..

X short and stocky in neck, straight
hindquartersx

X flews too pendulous, downfaced,
slopingtopline....

X not typical head, stocky in neck, sloping
topline,shorthocks..

13



A The ratio between the height of the muzzle (measured at its root) and its length is close to 2:1.
A The length of the muzzle is slightly more than a third of the total length of the head.

The length of the muzzle is
slightly more than a third of
the total Iengfh of the head
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drawing

Double convergence is a
serious fault leading to

hypertype

drawing A. Morsia

THE PROFILE OF THE MUZZLE AND THE LIPS FORNMS_A 90

BEWARE of too short a muzzle and too long lips.
In case of excess, a minimum of one qualification will be dropped.

A really too short muzzle is a serious fault and out of type, such a dog should n¢

used for breeding.
It often goes with a deformed skull and a strong undershot jaw.

—

14|




- THE SKULL38IGHTWYOMED IN PROFILE
- THE LENGTH OF THE MUZZLE IS SINMIGHRBE_Y
THAN 1/3 OF THE LENGTH OF THE HEAD
- THE SUPERCILIARY ARCHEF RREGLYEVELOPED
- THE PROFILE OF THE HEAD IS DEFINED BY THE
AND NOT BY THE STOP

Divergent headlines, Parallel headlines, Flat skull, Muzzle angle over 100 Muzzle much too short, Head too loaded with tissue|,
too long muzzle, flat skull, stop too closed, stop too pronounced, undershot, mastinctype head,
fFO1AY3 AY 2 LISy t 2 ¢ SNJ| frontal furrow missing ... boxertype head, brachycephalic head ... too many wrinkles,

A0NRYy3If & dzy RSNERZU X flews too pendulous,
lymphatic temperament ...

1



BEHAVIOUR / TEMPERAMENT

Friendly by nature. Temperament calm to lively; watchful.

Character is an important element to take into account when judging.

A slightly dominant temperament towards other dogs may be accepted but not towards humans.
In the case of any aggressive behaviour shown towards a human, the dog nalissdjbedlified

Caution : the Saint Bernard is a stable dog not a big plush toy either.

the Grand Saint Bernard pass

16



HEAD

HEAD : powerful, imposing and very expressive

IDEAL HEAD
(FOR A MALE) TYPICAL HEAD : POWERFUL, EXPRESSIVE AND IMPOSING IN APPEAR




drawing A. Morsia

IDEAL HEAD
(FOR A FEMALE) TYPICAL FEMALE HEADS




CRANIAL REGION

Skull: strong, broad, seen in profile and from the front slightly rounded. When the dog is alert, the set
on of the ears and the top of the skull form a straight line, which slopes at the sides in a gentle curve to

the strongly developed high cheekbones.

EXCELLENT EXEMPLE OF A HEAD

(ALERT) Round skul Low set ears Round nose
THE UPPER LINES OF THE SKULL, MYZZL Two qualifications drops (good)

AND NOSE FORM A STRAIGHT LINE

Excessive wrinkles,
lymphatic,
Towards Hypetype

DISQUALIFIED
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Forehead falling away steeply towards the muzzle. Occipital bone only moderately developed,
superciliary ridges strongly developed. The frontal furrow, which starts at the base of the forehead,
IS distinctly developed and runs up right in the middle of the skull. The skin of the forehead forms
slight wrinkles above the eyes that converge towards the frontal furrow. When the dog is at
attention, they are moderately visible; otherwise they are rather inconspicuous.

Stop: distinctly pronounced.

STRONGLY DEVELOPED SUPERCILIARY ARC

CLEARLY PRONOUNCED FRONTAL FUR

ROV

Stop too pronounced
Frontal furrow erased
(2 qualifications dropsGood)

The absence of a frontal furrow leads to
alteration of the cranial bone and to
hypertype (serious fault)

20



| ALERT

Overloaded head,
wrinkles too strongly marked and always visible.
Excessive skin.
Lymphatic aspect leading to hypertype
Down by 2 qualifications at least

21



FACIAL REGION

Nose: black, broad and square. Nostrils well opened.
Muzzle: of even width. Nasal bridge straight, with slight groove.
Lips: egde of lips black pigmented . Flews of upper jaw strongly developed,

pendulous, forming a wide curve towards the nose. Corners of mouth remain visible .

firm and not too

Rounded nose,

EXCELLENT BROAD SQUARE NOSH .
round head lines

WITH WELL OPENED NOSTRILS

Very Good qualification at the most

22



The muzzle is broad, with parallel sides. It should be in proportion to the skull of the dog.
The nose is flat, broad and angular. It determines the width of the muzzle.
There is currently a deviation in type with a disproportion between the width of the muzzle and the width of the skull.

Round skull, jaw muscles pronounced, sunk
eyes, lowset ears, hanging lips, short muzz|
WIDE AND ANGULAR NOSE. Important disproportion skull / muzzle

en
e.

NOBLE AND TYPICAL EXPRES

Small round nose, thick skin, swollen and Narrow and elongated muzzle, round
hanging lips, sunken eyes, not typical expression skull, lowset ears
Lack of type

23



Well developed, regular and complete scissor or pincer bite.

Jaws / Teeth
Upper and lower jaw strong, broad, equal in length.

Close fitting undershot mouth without any space between the lower and the upper incisors acceptable.

Absence of PM 1 (premolar 1) and M3 tolerated.

EXCELLENT BITE

An incorrect bite often
goes with a muzzle tha
Is too short

[

PERMITTEBITE

Distinctly undershot / overshot : DISQUALIFICATI
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EYES

Of medium size. Colour dark brown to nut  -brown. Moderately deep set with a friendly expression.
Natural tightness of lids desired. A very small angular fold on the lower lids with the haws only very
slightly visible as well as a small fold on the upper lids are permitted.
Eye rims completely pigmented.

DARK BROWN HAZEL

The shape of the eye of the Saint Bernard is unique and gives it its characteristic expression.
It is not only aesthetic, but above all protects the eye from the reflection of the sun on the snow.




Lower eyelid open Rounded eyelids
(maximum acceptable opening)
\

Clear eyes Eyelids too closed WALL EYE
Two qualifications down At least two qualifications down DISQUALIFIED




EARS

Of medium size, set on high and wide. Strongly developed burrs.
Flaps pliable, triangular with rounded tips.
The rear edges slightly standing off, the front edges lying closely to the cheeks.

WHEN ALERT,
THE EARET FORMS A STRAIGHT LINE WITH THE TOP OF THE SKULL.

Earset too high

27



Strong and of sufficient length. Dewlap and loose skin on the neck moderately developed.

NECK

Neck too short

An overdeveloped dewlap can be hidden by a too tight colla
Ask the exhibitor to present the dog on a loose lead ;
stringing up a dog is against animal welfare.

=

Neck too long Dewlap overdevelopef

28



BODY

General appearance : general appearance imposing, balanced, impressive and well -muscled .
Withers : well defined.

Back: broad, strong, firm. Topline straight and horizontal up to the loins.

Croup: long, hardly sloping, merging gently with the root of the tail.

Chest: brisket moderately deep with well sprung ribs, but not barrelshaped. Not projecting below elbow level.
Underline and belly : slight tuck up towards rear

IMPORTANT PROPORTIONS
Desired proportion of height at withers to length  of body =9 : 10

(measured from the point of the shoulder to the point of buttocks).

drawing A. Morsiani



X X Long dog disproportion Stocky dog, too short ml{zglev, over
0SG6SSy KSIR I y3dzZ | §SR

Stocky and short in neck, chest too deep Body too heavy, chest too deep, legs td Neck and body too long, legs too
sloping topline, short hocks, straight stifle short, weak topline ...




A clever handler will stack his dog in extension to hide a weak back.
Move him forward a few steps to check ...

Same dog taken from different angles and with different handlers ...




